It should be added, moreover, that in 
the Nagy cabinet there were also Hun- 
garians of Jewish descent, just as there 
were among the victims of the counter- 
revolutionary justice under Kadar, only 
one of whom we shall mention here by 
name: the editor Miklos Gyimes, who 
was executed on June 17, 1958, together 
with Imre Nagy and General Maléter. 
In view of all this, it is easy to refute 
Mr. Hill’s mistaken assertion that the 
first wave of refugees streaming to Aus- 
tria consisted of “Communists and 
Jews.” In the first place, it should be 
noted that the number of refugees who 
found political asylum in Austria num- 
bered more than 170,000. Of these, 400 
(four hundred!) persons left Hungary 
between October 29 and November 4 
(before that, the boundary was rigor- 
ously guarded by Hungary). According 
to the reporter of Neue Ziircher Zeitung, 
who at that time was in Klinzbach, at 
an Austrian border station, these people 
belonged to various strata and groups. 
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Among them were former political pris- 


oners who could not as yet feel confi- 
dent about the revolution, children who 
were placed by their parents with farm- 
ers of Burgenland so that they might be 
sheltered from any further disorders, 
as well as persons who wanted to await 
further developments in Austria.?? 
The actual stream of refugees (“the 
second wave”) began after the second 
Soviet military intervention, i.e., after 
November 4, 1956, when several thou- 
sand people fled to the West daily to 
escape the Soviet troops. I have not 
yet been able to ascertain exactly how 
many Jewish refugees there were. Ac- 
cording to reliable information given 
by the Vienna “Joint” (relief organiza- 
tion for Jewish refugees) the relief 
work .or Hungarian refugees of Jewish 
descent was not started until after No- 


12See Neue Ziircher Zeitung (Zurich), 
Oct. 31, 1956, p. 2, evening edition. 
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vember 4, 1956, since relief was pro- 
vided for only a few persons before 
that date.’ And, as far as I know, the 
refugees were not billeted in “strictly 
segregated camps” according to their 
religion; nor is it true that the “second 
wave” of the refugee stream from Hun- 
gary was made up of fascists.1* 

I must emphatically reject the idea 
that from the viewpoint of a big power 
the case of Vietnam and the case of 
Hungary are the same. However, a de- 
tailed statement of the reasons for this 
opinion would require more space than 
is available in this letter of reply. 


13 Letter to this writer from “Joint.” 

14 Even the brochure published by the 
Austrian Communist Party, Ungarn: Tat- 
sachen die zu denken geben (Hungary. 
Facts Which Give Food for Thought), 
Vienna, 1956, had to admit that “the refu- 
gees included many skilled workers and 
university men” (p. 26). 
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